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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

ONE DAY IN CHRIST’S MINISTRY*
REV. W. P. JOHNSTON, D.D., BEAVER FALLS,

PENNSYLVANIA.

The question as to the right use of time

is an important one. Men have surprised

themselves and others by what they have

accomplished, because wise and careful

and methodical in the use of their time.

Poets, artists, soldiers, made themselves

famous before middle life, not so much be-

cause God gave them genius above others,

but because they themselves used well

their gifts, husbanded their resources.

Our Lord Jesus Christ is our example

in the use of time, and as to our care in

guarding it. I have thought itworth while

to take these verses that give us the record

of one day of our Lord’s life on earth, and

find what questions He on that day em-

phasized, and see if it is not our duty to

be emphatic on these same questions now.

Such lessons ought to be of account, es-

peciallv to those who are young in years.

We find

:

HE SHOWED EXTREME INTEREST IN THE WEL=

FARE OF THE STATE OR BODY POLITIC.

At Bethphage He sent two of His dis-

ciples to bring a colt, told them where they

would find it; if questioned, to say the

*This story of a day in the ministry of

Christ
,

recorded in Matthew 21, 1-17,

was told , with its lessons, one Sabbath

morning in Second New York and re-

quested for publication.

Lord had the need. It was He that sent

for the colt. He is seated on it, and thus

mounted, He entered Jerusalem, the cap-

ital city. Up to this point, our Lord has

assumed no royal title. Indeed, to this

hour, He has resisted attempts made to

thrust it upon Him. Now He takes pains

to have it made known that He wT
ill ac-

cept it. The things done to make the fact

apparent are at His direction. By enter-

ing Jerusalem as He did, He made un-

mistakable the truth that He was Zion’s

King; that the hosannas of the people

belonged of right to Him; that in Him
was fulfilled that day the prophecy, “Tell

ye the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy King

eometli unto thee, meek, and sitting upon

an ass, and upon a colt, the foal of an

ass.” He claimed for Himself, that day,

what Zadok and Nathan and Benaiah,

centuries before in the same streets, had

claimed for Solomon. They said Solo-

mon, and not Adonijah, was king, and

they caused him to ride on King David’s

nude, and brought him to Gihon.

if asked now wdiat is the most import-

ant truth to be made emphatic in this land

this da}7

,
surely we would say Christ’s

right to rule it. So far as the record

goes Jesus said nothing explicitly on

questions that were political. Slavery was

there in its worst form. The book does

not show that He ever mentioned it by

name; nothing about intemperance,

though it was there in all the filth of its
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wickedness. No. But He did proclaim

the one truth, which, if accepted, would

have made His country right on every

phase of duty.

Our Lord went to the root of matters.

Things were to be right at the foundation.

At the base of our larger class of build-

ings, any of them, you will find blocks,

yards in length and breadth. You can put

bricks on the wall inches in length if

foundations are made secure. People will

talk of motes and not see beams. One

of our Presidents, a good man in his way,

too, in State papers for four years called

attention to the necessity of protection to

brakemen on freight trains, but said no

word about intemperance, and it killing

tens of thofcsands of railroad and other

kinds of men; nothing about the Sab-

bath day, and his own agents on mail

trains in every State of the Union allowed

no rest of body on that day.

Jesus deals with important things,

stays with that that is gigantic in its

issues. Will we blame the inventor for

spending time with the dynamo when the

people are clamoring for better light,

quicker locomotion, swifter means of com-

munication ? It is through the one

dynamo at which he works that the one

man will light all the houses of a city,

drive all the trains, and carry all the mes-

sages. Let this one truth as to our Lord’s

right to reign win men’s minds, and He
will influence legislation on a thousand

evils, round and round the world. We
are to deal with questions that are worth

our while. We are not to waste breath on

trifles. We have to do with issues that

have to do with good of millions.

This one truth is the highest of all

truths in the good of the nations.

BY AN ACTION THAT DAY OUR LORD SHOWS US

THAT HE CLAIMS THE RIGHT TO MEN’S

PROPERTY.
The disciples, by His word, without

asking anybody’s leave, were to take and

bring the colt. If questions were asked,

to say, “The Lord hath need.”

It is quite likely that the colt and the

mother were taken back and left where

they were gotten. They were needed only

for an occasion, whether or no Christ’s

claim was absolute. If He had the right

for an hour, He had it for all time.

Christ’s claim is first, things are loaned

to us. We do not own the things we use.

Here He simply asked the use for a time

of a thing that always was His own. The

man whose was the colt, was likely some

friend of Jesus, like Lazarus, glad to do

Him an honor.

If the Lord is a sovereign and He rode

as one that day, He wishes us to know

that His claims on men are those of a

sovereign. If men would give now, if all

who professedly own Him as their Lord,

would give now as one man gave then,

the little children now would cry hosanna.

Elijail asked a starving woman to give

him food; he asked it in the name of the

Lord, before she should eat or her child

should eat. She gave to him, though she

expected to die. The redeemed soul owes

everything to God—body, time, money

—

everything.

There are young people in this house

now that may be asked by Him to go

somewhere. He has the right to say

when, where, how. In this age of money

;

in this period of rapidly made money, if

good people, if only the actually good peo-

ple would give their tithe to God, our

Lord would not only actually claim to be,

but would actually be enthroned as the

crowned King of the Nations.

They fare well who give to God in time

or in money. We have no further story

of the man who gave the colt, how he

fared. We would be willing to guess of

his future. We do know how others have

fared.
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A young merchant and wife with health

and energy (could give names if take time

to look up) began a business life with

promise of the tenth to the Lord. They

were blessed amazingly with material suc-

cess. There came carelessness and neglect

in giving God His due, according to

promise. It seemed too much to give to

the Lord when gains were so great. A
fire took everything. The two people

were as they started, with four bare

hands. They said to God, if He would

forgive and allow them to begin again as

in the days of prayer, they would give all

of increase after a stated sum was

reached; and success came again to His

children.

Mr. Andrew Alexander, of the kindly

heart and generous hand, gave me the

first thousand dollars gotten in scholar-

ships. He said he wished to send Mr.

Julius Kempf to Geneva. Mr. Kempf
took the college course, the seminary

course, and having offered himself to the

Foreign Mission Board, he was sent to

China. Mr. Kempf, with others and my-

self, were in the Hillside College at Win-

ona in 1910. Mr. Kempf and myself were

on the same floor in this cottage, in oppo-

site rooms. I said to him one day, “How
would you like to remain at home, not

return to China, become co-pastor with

Dr. Sommerville in that United Church

in New York, where you spent your boy-

hood, and after some years succeed the

Doctor, when his work was done?” He
said, with no hesitation, “I would not take

ten thousand dollars a year and do it.” I

looked surprised at the emotion shown, as

if anything at all could take him from
his work in the far away land; said quietly,

“I would not take ten thousand dollars a

year and do it.” The people who do God’s

work in the love of it cannot be drawn

away from it with all the oxen that Elisha

used in the field where Elijah found him.

OUR LORD TAUGHT US THAT DAY THAT SOCIETY

CAN BE SAVED ONLY THROUGH A PURIFIED

CHURCH.

Our Lord, when He witnessed the deg-

radation of the city, went to the Temple.

The function of the Church is to be eyes to

the State, and “where there is no vision,

the people perish.” Christ went to the

Temple to purge that that was meant to

serve the State in so real a way.

Hegel said: “The people that had a

poor notion of God would have poor laws.”

Laws will not be what they ought to be

unless the Church is what it ought to be.

There is no getting rid of a law that is

bad save through the regeneration of an

ideal that is religious.

Our Lord went to the Temple. He
went to what ought to be the seat of moral

authority and spiritual power, and laying

His hand on it, said, “Here is the mis-

chief.” Things could not be right on the

street if not right in the Temple. If there

was crookedness in the Temple, surely you

would find it at the market. The Temple,

supposed to be God’s house, was not that.

It had come to be a den of thieves.

There must be a correspondence be-

tween things. The house of God ought to

keep within itself as adjuncts things not

incompatible with the presence of God.

Hands are not to be handling money;

hearts are not to be thinking about it. The
Lord could see what hands were doing

that day; the Lord can see as well what

hearts are doing now. Maybe the dis-

tinction between what the Church is in

our day and what it was in His day may
not he so great as some of us may imagine.

The influence of the world on the Church

exactly measures the lack of influence of

the Church on the world. During one of

the winters of my residence in Mercer,

Dr. Orr, of Charlotte, N. C., came as an

evangelist, to aid the resident clergy in

the rescue of the unsaved. He came and
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began his work on the evening of a Tues-

day of a certain week. He preached each

evening till the Friday evening of the

following week. There was no word in

any of those messages, nor on Saturday

afternoon, nor on Sabbath morning to

the unsaved. Not one word. What he

was trying to reach was the hearts of

God’s own sons and daughters. If they

were as they ought to have been, doing as

they ought to have been doing, no need to

send to North Carolina for anybody.

An instrument, to be effective, must be

not only adapted to end designed, but

must be in condition to the service on the

occasion of service.

An ax will cleave the wood; it is made
with that end in view, but its edge must

be keen when you lift it. A ship will

cleave the waters of any ocean, but it

must be given the things that enter into

the composition of the ship.

The Church is God’s planned, God’s de-

signed instrument for service, in a world

of sinful men and women. It is as per-

fect as God can devise. I say, it is as good

to its end as the all wise God can give

us; but it, like any other thing made up

of human elements, can get out of order.

It needs repair, badly so, in these de-

generate days.

We all know if the Church this day, in

its members, was alive, if united and

active and alive as such people ought to

be, intemperance could not stay here at

all, and the so-called church of Rome
hunted to its dens, would hide its face

and shut its mouth. Would that the Lord

would visit Zion.

OUR LORD SHOWS US THAT NOTHING CAN BE SO

IMPORTANT AS TO EXCUSE US FROM GIVING

CARE TO INDIVIDUAL NEEDS.

“The blind and the lame came to Him
in the Temple, and He helped them.”

There is nothing so vast as to give us

the right to overlook that that is little.

God, Almighty God, who controls all. these

worlds that move in space, gives as much
of attention to the sparrow that flies from
the limb of one tree to the limb of an-

other tree. He who holds oceans in his

grasp, has to generate the individual drops

of water that compose them.

Jesus, who had great interests in mind
that day, noted the individual men and

women who came to Him with sorrows

that were their own, and “He healed

them.” How could He cure the sorrows

of the world if not alive to the sorrows

of the individual life? How heal the ills

that belong to mankind if not look into

and remove that that belonged to our

child’s soul ?

He came to the well, talked to one

woman of mysteries that would baffle the

angels. On the cross, when on His soul

was the world’s guilt, He said, because

the mother needed care: “Son, behold

thy mother.”

Our Lord shows us what we ought to do

for the one man, the one sinner, the one

child, just where we happen to be, the

credit the same in measure as if we had

changed the condition of a continent. “In-

asmuch as ye have done it unto one of the

least of these,” etc.

OUR LORD TAUGHT US THAT DAY THAT GOD’S

HOUSE, WHEN CLEANSED, IS THE PLACE

OF HEALING.

The blind and the lame came to Him
in the Temple, and He healed them. They

had gone who had no right to be there.

Of course, they were healed, for He was

there whose business in the world was to

heal. He is now in God’s House, to open

the blind eyes that they may see

truth, and heal the lame that they may
walk in the ways of righteousness. The

Temple then and now stands for two ob-

jects, the place to give to God and to get

from God. I hardly know which is of

most account to the human soul. God pity
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men in whose souls there is neither the

one nor the other. Jesns Christ left His

testimony as to the value of the Church

in the lives of men. He will not try

anything else. It will not be supplanted.

If it will not do. nothing else can do. We
are to stand by the Church.

It is God’s ordained organism for good

to men, to outlast all the ages.

Dr. Fowler, of Boston, tells of being

called to attend, at the last hours of a

\voman, dying in a hospital. She had lost

father and mother before being old

enough to know them. She had spent her

life in this hospital, doing menial service.

Somehow she had picked up enough of

the alphabet to spell in the New Testa-

ment. She had for herself touched the

hem of the garment of her Master. She

had learned the new song.
.
The minister

said, “I never trembled in the presence of

royalty as I did in hers. When she came

near to the crossing, ‘Oh, see/ she cried,

‘God sends His angels. I heard it in the

church that He would, and He has come

with His angels. Blessed Lord, I am
here.’ ” The Church will yet be for a

name and a praise in the earth.

HE GIVES US TO KNOW THE VALUE, HIS ESTI-

MATE OF THE VALUE OF THE CHRISTIAN

HOME.
“And He went out of the city into

Bethany, and lodged there.” That was a

wonderful tribute to this one home, that

of all in Jerusalem, or round about Jeru-

salem, it was His wont to go out to this

one home. Two sisters and one brother

made it. The sisters stand in direct con-

trast. They differed in disposition, in

temper, in ambition, in capacity. There

are differences that cannot be reduced to

unity. They do not need to be. Of each

of the three it is said, “Jesus loved

Martha and Mary and Lazarus.” There

is no mention of father or mother here.

They were away, had done their work be-

fore they went.

Fairbairn, who has written great

books, who did great work as a teacher, a&

head of Manchester College at Oxford,

tells us that the most potent force that

shaped his life and determined his char-

acter was that of a man whom he never

saw, who died months before he was born.

The man was familiar to his mind; he

never saw him with his eyes. His invis-

ible hands had been on his brow and his

sayings were like rays of sunlight to his

soul. His elder sister had been a medi-

ator between a father that was in heaven

and a son that was yet to be born, and

kept up the fellowship while the son grew

to manhood, helped by the love of God, as

given out in the words and actions of

one who lived God’s life before his eyes.

The ideal home is known only by the

character of those who live Christ’s life

within it. Christ now, as then, stays in

homes where people live, who are like to

Martha and Mary and Lazarus.

We close as we began with the ques-

tion of . right use of time. The value of

one day of twenty-four hours if used as

it ought to be used. We find how much
He actually did in one. He finished life’s

work at thirty-three because he used well

each one of all the hours.

A noble book ! All men’s book, the Bible. It is our first, oldest statement of the

never-ending problem—man’s destiny and God’s ways with him here on the earth.

—Thomas Carlyle.

If we abide by the principles taught in the Bible, our country will go on prosperin

and to prosper .—Daniel Webster.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.
ABROAD.

Syria, Latakia.—Miss Wylie writes of

tlie work, February 19, 1912

:

The year is slipping along and I can

hardly believe that we are so far along

in February. We have had a very mild

winter. New Year’s Day was rainy, but

it did not prevent our friends calling

up$>n us. There were more than one

hundred grown people, and there were

more than fifty the next day. For sev-

eral years we have set apart Monday to

receive visitors, and there have been few

Mondays that we have not had some

people to come and see us. That gives

me the rest of the week- to make visits,

although people do not care much about

one calling on them on Saturday, unless

in case of sickness. Many people wash

and scrub that day. I have been able to

make from fifteen to twenty visits every

week. I am enjoying my work very much.

Oh ! that people who profess Christ could

only enjoy the comfort of trusting in

Him alone for their salvation.

Mr. Edgar and Miss Edgar made a trip

to Suadia not long ago. They found the

schools doing well. But they will doubt-

less write you. The village work is also

encouraging. Although the government

threatens to close the schools from time

to time, yet so far it has not been done.

We are always feeling the force of “Work
while it is day.” That is, put all our

strength into the work while there is op-

portunity.

*
A letter from Rev. S. Edgar, dated

March 20, contains an interesting report

of his two trips

:

The first, trip * was to Gunamia. Ar-

rived there on Saturday and found the

brethren in good health, but very much
afraid from the many alarms that are

prevalent these days. It seems that their

Moslem neighbors have promised that if

the Italians attack Latakia, they will

surely have revenge on the Gunamia
Christians. For this the women seemed

to be very much in awe. Our hearts go

out to them in sympathy, for we know
that after the experiences of two years

ago a similar uprising would mean tre-

mendous suffering. Every mother feels

for herself and for her girls, not that they

fear murder or death, rather they dread

being carried off by the Moslems, as hap-

pened in Antioch and other places two

years ago. However, we tried to assure

them that, so far as we now know and

hear, there is no immediate danger from

the above mentioned first cause. Yet,

truly, we know not what shall be on the

morrow. On the Sabbath we had the

usual services—Sabbath school, then the

regular preaching services, morning and

afternoon. At these we had excellent at-

tendance, and as usual that attention that

draws a speaker’s best gifts. At the after-

noon service we had baptism. This was

my first in Gunamia. Three children

were thus dedicated to the Lord and to

His work. We trust that it means a real

family training for the little ones, and

later the best that our schools can give

them. In the evening we had a full meet-

ing of the brethren for family worship in

Dr. Ralph’s sitting room.

Monday morning vT
e spent with the

teacher in the boys’ school and the after-

noon with the teacher in the girls’

school. The work in both places goes

on with zeal, and the best that both
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can give. We always feel that the

years in Latakia under your mission-

aries have made these things possible,

and also awakens in us desires for a far

higher preparation for our teachers, know-

ing that these are really the ones who are

to lay the foundation principles of life.

I don't think, from what I see, that it is

putting it too strong when we say that on

the teachers, more than on the parents,

depends the future of the children.

After finishing the schools, the school-

master and the writer visited all the

homes. In the evening again we had a

full house for discussion of the affairs of

the da}’, and asking the Mission’s advice

as to what they should do in case of dan-

ger. Then we had family worship, and I

felt that all were really before the Lord

for His blessing and help. In the morn-

ing we left for Latakia, but not without a

keener sense of their condition and a

warmer sympathy for them and fervent

prayer for the Father’s keeping.

Spent two days at home, and then out

to Eldainey for the Sabbath. On our way

out we met a company of soldiers coming to

Latakia with about 140 Fellaheen prison-

ers. A quarrel arose out of very little, and

so two parties were soon arrayed against

each other and increased hourly in hatred

and numbers. It is reported that from

ten to twenty were killed. One of their

sheikhs, returning from town, was pulled

from his horse by the mob and actually

butchered with knives. It is not known

yet as to what the result of the trial will

be. However, we are all glad that the

government showed itself able to handle

such a mob, although we had not enough

of soldiers in Latakia to handle a com-

mon street brawl. This action of the

Governor here gives the impression that

there is still some power behind the

throne.

After about five hours on the road, we

arrived in Eldainey to find the village all

in turmoil, as one of the young men had

committed suicide a short time ere our

arrival. From the effects of the gunshot

he died the next morning, and was buried

according to all the weeping and gun-

shooting ceremonies of this heathen

people.

We spent the morning with the teacher

of the school in Eldainey. This school is

about eight months old and has an attend-

ance of about forty, and there would be

more, but the accommodations are limited.

Some of the boys have already completed

the Shorter Catechism, and others are

ready to enter it. Some are reading in the

gospels, and one in the Old Testament. It

is refreshing to see the zeal of the lads to

get all the teacher is able to give them.

The teacher here is Khaleel Gazalie, of

whom Mrs. Stewart wrote you a short

time ago. In the afternoon we visited

Bustaroon, another village, of which we
wrote you some time ago. We found the

school progressing as well as could be ex-

pected; indeed, better, for one would

hardly expect to find a school here at all.

Although it was Saturday, all the chil-

dren came-with eagerness when the teacher

rang the bell, just as though they wanted

to show us what they had gained since our

last visit. The teacher here is one of the

very early pupils of the school in Latakia,

and although it is many years ago since he

was in school, yet it seems as though he

has been able to hold on to the great

essentials of the gospel, or perhaps better,

we see in him one of those to whom the

Master has held on with that divine grace

that can never surrender its grasp. True,

he has not all the equipment we would

wish, but he has the strong desire to share

with the boys the message of redeeming

grace.

In the evening we gathered in the Awad
home for worship and to administer the
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sacrament of Baptism to some of our

children. We had a most interesting hour.

Five children were baptized
; two of these

were from the teacher’s family, and the

others from the Awad family.

On Sabbath morning we again gathered

in the Awad home for public worship and

the preaching of the Word. We had Fel-

laheen and Greeks and our own people.

To the writer, it was a service of real joy.

First, because it was my first opportunity

to present the Master’s claims in that

place. And a second reason, because I had

the confidence to present the message

without manuscript. Weak as our efforts

were from the language aspect, yet we

felt the Master blessed His own word.

Again, in the evening, we had family

prayers, with all the neighbors gathered

in. This closed a Sabbath that we trust

brought new help to all.

On Monday morning we started for

home again. Near Latakia we met a

train of camels one hundred and five in

number. These were moving guns and

ammunition from Latakia inland, accord-

ing to an official order. This makes the

people feel that the Italians are very near,

and many of the Moslems left town that

day for safety, and peace has not returned

to all hearts yet. These are a sample of

the affairs that keep the people in a con-

tinuous state of unrest and anxiety.

With all this, we are daily kept by Israel’s

Keeper, believing that His hand is guard-

ing His own workers throughout this

whole land.

On Friday we expect to start to Suadia

for a week’s meetings. Then Dr. Stewart

plans to join me for the administration of

the Lord’s Supper. This, I think, I told

you before. We trust that these items will

help the home friends and workers to

pray for our people here and for the

workers, too.

Asia Minor, Mersina.—Writing March

1, 1912, Rev. R. E. Willson sends items

of interest

:

Unnecessary war excitement has been

the main topic for the past week. I

need not write you of the bombardment

of the two Turkish gunboats at Beirut

last Saturday, because I am sure it is

stale news to you even now. The effect

was anything but quieting in the coast

towns. The people of Mersina immedi-

ately supposed that their beloved city

would be the next to suffer. The wildest

rumors went about of the impossible

things which the Italians were going to

do. To strengthen the impression an

Italian man-o’-war came to Mersina Mon-

day morning, searched a German freight

steamer, which was discharging cargo,

and went off. The Barracks were

promptly deserted, and the arms and

ammunition removed to villages toward

the mountains. However, nothing more

has been heard from the Italians, and the

people are picking up heart again.

The cholera, which had reappeared

in Tarsus and Adana, seems to be less

during the past week. Whether it is only

because the people are so busy talking

war that they have no time for the other,

I do not know.

There is little to report in the way of

progress in the work. I am planning to

go to Adana to-morrow and spend the

Sabbath with the brethren there. The
school in Tarsus has been small all year.

I think this due mainly to the general

unrest among the people. Rumors of

some description have prevailed during

the whole winter, and it has not been

conducive to settled work. I believe we

have a good teacher for the boys there

now. He appears to be thorough in his

work and to be really interested.

I presume Miss Sterrett and Miss
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French keep you posted on the status of

the school work in Mersina.

Cyprus, Larnaca.—A brief letter from

Eev. \V. McCarroll, dated March 29, 1912,

tells the present condition of the work:

The work during the past month has

moved on the even tenor of its way with-

out producing much worthy of special

record.

Communion was held here in Larnaca

the middle of the month, the 17th, when

we had a pleasant and, I trust, a profit-

able time. The Sacrament was observed

in Nicosia on last Sabbath the 24th. In

neither place was there any addition to

the membership of the church. The

school work moves along quietly with

good work being done all along the line.

It is sometimes discouraging to teach and

exhort when apparently no impression

is made, but at the same time it is ground

for encouragement that so many young

men take so kindly to the teaching of

the Word and the preaching of Jesus

Christ.

We are disappointed that no one has

as yet been secured as teacher for the

school, but we are hopeful that some

well-qualified young man will embrace

this opportunity to do some good service

for the Master in this part of the world

where he will touch so many races and

nationalities. It is even possible that he

himself may get much good from three

years’ service here.

China, Cheung Chau.—A personal let-

ter from Eev. A. I. Bobb, dated March 4,

1912, contains some interesting items

that we pass on to the churches

:

All here are in usual health. My
brother started last Wednesday for a trip

to Tak Hing, and if all is quiet, we hope

to move our families back soon. Those

who are still studying and have not be-

gun active work will probably remain

here until fall, as they can work as well

here, and better, than they could in Tak
Hing.

We have received word that at last the

land for Mr. Kempf’s school has been

secured. The deed has been stamped and

we can now take possession. The temple

will need quite extensive repairs before

being fit for school work.

To-night’s papers report rioting and

looting in Peking, and one never knows

what to expect next. I have come to the

conclusion that the Chinese can surprise

me any day. They never do what you

expect. There is much distrust of Yuan
Shih Kai in the south. My own views

are heartily in sympathy with the Chinese

in revolting against the Manchus. I

have serious doubts of their fitness for a

republic. I think a limited monarchy

would suit them better, but there is much
of the framework of a democracy now
existent. Under Manchu rule, ' three-

fourths of the affairs of the people were

managed outside the magistrate’s office.

One cannot predict what will come and

no one can say precisely how well they

may do in establishing a stable govern-

ment. Sun Yat Sen and some others are

undoubtedly true patriots. Some are

not. Some say Yuan Shih Kai is not,

and say it with emphasis.

Locally, the robbers who were burning

and looting when we were up at Tak
Hing three weeks ago, seem to have been

suppressed. .1 will see the Consul in

Canton, and unless he forbids, my own
judgment is that Tak Hing is likely to be

safe. Eeasonably so, at least.

They began lajdng the walls of Mr.

Kempf’s summer home here to-day. He
will have a nice little house with a

special room for Mrs. Doig. She seems

well and happy. I hope there will be a

harmonious Synod.
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What the effect of this Xational

awakening will be on the Chinese church,

no one can say, but it is almost certain

there will be a strong movement on the

part of the Chinese to unite all in one

national church. The Christians them-

selves consider the immersion of the

Baptists and psalm singing of the Cove-

nanters as customs only, and neither

Baptists nor Covenanters have succeeded

in getting their own members to think

much different. How far we may be

able to shape affairs when they no longer

depend .on us for support is entirely prob-

lematical.

ax home:.
Mass., Cambridge.—The Ladies’ Mis-

sionary Society of the First Beformed

Presbyterian Church of Cambridge, re-

cord, with deepest sorrow, the death of

one of its most active members, Mrs.

James Carson, who departed this life

March 19, 1912.

Since becoming a member of our soci-

ety, Mrs. Carson was never absent from a

meeting. X either inclement weather nor

failing health kept her away. Less than

two weeks before her death she was pres-

ent. In her death, our society has lost a

faithful member and a generous giver.

We would extend our sympathy to the

husband and motherless children, and

commend them to Him. Who alone can

comfort and sustain them under this sore

bereavement.

May we recognize God’s hand in this

mysterious providence, and bow in hum-

ble submission to His will, Who doeth all

things* well.

Mrs. A. A. Spragg,

Mrs. T. B. Fenwick.

New York, Walton.—The Ladies’ Mis-

sionary Society of the Walton Beformed

Presbyterian Congregation desires to place

on record a tribute of respect to the

memory of Miss Isabelle Easson. She was

born in Dumblane, Scotland. She came

with her parents to America at the age of

three years. She was a member of the

Church of the Covenanters, and took de-

light in all its ordinances. She was a

charter member of the Ladies’ Missionary

Society, always ready to do her part. She

died Xovember 10, 1911, at the age of

seventy-three. Death to her was enter-

ing into the rest prepared for the people

of God.

Mrs. Smith St. John,

Mrs. Charles Watrous,

Miss Margaret Shaw.

Iowa, Sharon.—The Ladies’ Missionary

Society of Sharon Congregation puts on

its Becords the following minute on the

death of Mrs. James Kennedy, who en-

tered into rest Xovember 2, 1911. By
this dispensation of Providence we have

lost a kind and sincere friend, and a zeal-

ous and devoted laborer in the work to

which we, as a society, are called. We
were looking forward to her recovery

after a serious illness, when suddenly the

Death xYngel came in the early dawn, and

in a moment she passed away with a smile,

but we are comforted by the assurance of

her willingness to go at the Master’s call.

We would heed the admonition, “Be ye

also ready, for in such an hour as ye

think not, the Son of Man cometh.” We
tender our sincere and heartfelt sympathy

to the bereaved husband and children,

and commend them to God and the Word

of His grace.

Mrs. Annie Hutcheson,

Susie Henderson,

Committee.



Monographs. 107

MONOGRAPHS.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE MESSAGE.
In divine utterances by the Prophets,

has it occurred to you what grave re-

sponsibility rested upon those who

heard? In Jeremiah VII., this is writ-

ten : “The word that came to Jeremiah

from the Lord, saying, Stand in the gate

of the Lord’s house, and proclaim there

this word, and say, Hear the word of the

Lord, all ye of Judah, that enter in at

these gates, to worship the Lord, etc.”

The particulars of the message are not

matters for present consideration; rather

the peculiar and large responsibility

which immediately rested upon those

who heard the words of the Prophet.

Three times a year, Jerusalem, as the

Capital City, would be the converging

point for the thousands of Israel. Indi-

cations are few, however, that the

Prophets spoke specially to the people

when gathered at the great feasts, though

they did sometimes. Rather does it ap-

pear that the message was delivered with-

out unusual effort to attract attention.

How many actually heard the message

?

When Jeremiah stood in the gate of the

Lord’s house, and proclaimed, how many,

of all Israel, heard his words? There is

room for difference of opinion, for the

matter is in the field of conjecture; but

the probabilities are that comparatively

few were actually within hearing distance.

The streets in Oriental cities were nar-

row. It is probable that open spaces

were about the house of God—small

plazas hardly worthy the name when

judged by the eyes of to-day. Gathered

in the plaza, and going in and out the

gate, might be several hundred, most of

whom presumably would stop and listen

;

but not all, for the “carnal mind is at

enmity against God”—then, as now.

Would the reader be satisfied to put the

number that listened at 500, as an ap-

proximation ?

On that basis, what proportion of

Judah would 500 be, and to Judah could

be added the thousands of Israel who

were affiliated in temple worship. It

would scarcely be unreasonable to say

2,000,000 would look toward Jerusalem

and would be drawn to the services there.

If so, the 500 who heard the Prophet

would average one in 4,000—not a very

high proportion.

The question proposed is, How did the

1,999,500 get the message? Would it be

satisfactory to say they did not hear it,

and were acquitted of responsibility; that

those only who go to church are respon-

sible? It is sufficient to answer that

God’s Moral Government does not pro-

ceed on that principle. Time to hear

what God speaks takes precedence every-

time, and everywhere.

But how were the 1,999,500 to hear the

Prophet’s message? He might re-deliver

it in various places, though this is with-

out record. The message was delivered,

and the responsibility to take it to others

not there, rested somewhere. Are we

justified in saying that the 500 who

heard were under the greatest and

strictest obligation to make that message

known right away

?

The Prophet spoke

to a few : Upon them rested the re-

sponsibility of making that message

known to the people far and near, and

with the utmost despatch; for the King’s

business takes precedence. If they did

not do so, judgments might come upon

the people, themselves included.

It is refreshing, therefore, to view the

500 picked and selected bv Providence to
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actually hear the Prophet, as men who

were immediately galvanized into ener-

getic action

;

who ran to their neighbors,

friends, and acquaintances to tell them

what God had spoken. See them hasten

along the highways, as they hurried to

their villages, burdened with conscious

responsibility to make known the words

of God! Possibly it was a message of

impending disaster, if they did not re-

pent
;
or, of God’s love, if they did.

Jeremiah lived nearly 3,000 years ago;

•but the principles of God’s Moral Gov-

ernment have not changed. They are

the same now, as then. If the above be

a proper analysis of methods, the min-

ister delivers the message to the provi-

dentially picked and selected few (con-

gregations, if you will)
;
and then the tre-

mendous responsibility of making that

message known to the thousands of Israel

is upon them. They cannot avoid such

responsibility; nor should they wish to.

The message is of life and death; of

holding back, or of bringing down judg-

ments; of the blood of the Covenant, and

of the love of Christ. It was not suf-

ficient for the man of Judah to say, I

have heard for myself ! No ! He hears

for others—that he may tell them. If

pestilence was on invasion bent, and you

were notified of an absolute specific,

would you think it was for yourself

alone? Eather would it be for everybody

you could reach!

In fine : Prophetic messages were

usually to the Jews only. The boun-

daries of the nation were practically the

limit of responsibility. But in our day

it is different. “The field is the world.”

Thus the principle involved, and the

scope of its operation, bring into view

the missionary work of the church of

God. The few who hear the message are

charged with the great responsibility of

carrying that message to every nation

and kingdom and people under heaven

—

a responsibility which it is impossible to

avoid

!

F. M. Foster.

New York Cityr
.

WHY IS IT?

At a recent meeting of the Board of

Foreign Missions, a question similar to

this was asked, in view of the mysterious

movements of the Mediator in the foreign

missionary fields of the Church. There

were thoughtful remarks, but no definite

reply to an inquiry that can be answered

only in the unfolding of an eternal pur-

pose. From the very inception of the for-

eign missionary enterprise to the present

hour in its history, missionaries—men and

women of fully surrendered lives—have

been unexpectedly called away from their

work by failing health or death, at a time

when their presence on the field seemed es-

sential to success. And opposition in

many forms lias retarded progress. “Why
is it?” While no one can answer the

question, the circumstances that prompt

it appeal loudly alike to the ministry and

membership of the Church to fall down

before God in humiliation for sin, give

themselves to searching self-examination,

and pour out their hearts in prayer and

supplication.

I might point to graves in Syria and in

China where shall slumber till the day

dawns and the shadows flee away the re-

deemed bodies of faithful laborers and on

the stones that mark their resting places

carve this interrogation point. I do not

give names or dates, as that would con-

vert what should be an appeal to the heart

into a bare necrological register for the

eyes
;
nor shall I try to draw pathetic pic-

tures of the consecrated character and

life of departed friends, as that would

only fill with fresh sorrow hearts that

cannot forget.
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At home, as well as abroad, there are

conditions that press the question. "Why
is it?” Special mention should be made
of one who at the request of Synod as-

sumed in 1872 the responsibilities of the

treasuryship of the Foreign Board, and

for thirty-eight years spent hours every

week, in addition to those spent in busi-

ness on the exchange, looking after the

financial interests of the Missions, until

at last he fell under the pressure of a

burden that no one man could carry, and

he is still a sufferer, presumably from the

effects of overwork. His successor, a

young man, in his enthusiasm for Mis-

sions, adding to an extensive medical prac-

tice the duties of his office, has been seri-

ously ill for months, and friends are

watching with no small measure of anxiety

the progress of a disease that does not

readily yield to treatment.

I do not record the many persecutions

and uprisings of the enemy that have not

only retarded the progress of the work,

but have also put the lives of our repre-

sentatives and their converts in peril. The
revolution in China has interrupted our

work on the West River, after years of

notable success, and forced the missiona-

ries to flee from the scene of their labors

for safety : and there is small prospect of

an early resumption of evangelistic opera-

tions. We can well believe that the Lord

has some wise purpose to serve and will

eventually bring light out of darkness,

good out of evil and order out of con-

fusion. We cannot understand the move-

ments of our Mediatorial King, but w~e

can trust Him to guide existing disturb-

ances to the extension of Christianity and

the coming of the Kingdom, and we

should not forget that there is an insep-

arable connection established between the

conversion of the world in social and in-

tercessory prayer. Perhaps we have been

relying on plans of our own devising in-

stead of yielding ourselves to the leader-

ship of the Holy Spirit, and on men. of

great talents and ability rather than on

God and the spiritual power which He
has promised to His servants. If we ask

Him He will be gracious to us, and for-

giving our sins, will give our repre-

sentatives larger success in the future

than in the past. And our hearts will re-

joice. If it is true that in Scripture a

cloud is the symbol of God’s presence,

then discerning His presence in the clouds

that surround our foreign missions, we

should commune with Him and learn His

will. And, unless I misread the Bible, the

subjugation of our will to His will is the

supreme qualification for service, and is

more likely than anything else to flash

light in upon the dark pages of our mis-

sionary history.

Editorial.

GLIMPSES OF THE FAMINE IN CHINA.

The following is taken from a letter

from a missionary in the famine district

in China:

I have been in villages where half the

houses were unroofed—the timbers and

straw sold for food. Questions as to their

condition often receive pitiful answers.

"How has that family managed to have

grain in their home at this late day?” I

ask of one. "Oh, he sold his daughter

the other day and bought some grain!”

"What has become of that man’s wife?”

I asked another. "He sold her. They

were both starving. A man at another

village had a little something, was a

widower, and offered, if she would come

to him, to feed her and give her husband

a little money present besides.” To this

breaking up of life-ties both parties

assented. Such instances can be multi-

plied. Here is a typical case. The wife of

an old friend, of mine, who has twenty mu
of land and whose family did not suffer
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extremely last year, had a severe case of

famine fever in the summer. She is still

crazy from its effects and imagines she is

hungry all the time, and cries if they do

not give her to eat even the most dis-

gusting things that she happens ,to see.

Instances of true heroism fire not

wanting. “Why do you look so emaci-

ated,” we asked a woman, “when your

children do not look so badly?” “Oh, I

can’t bear to hear them crying for

food!”

Please send a contribution to-da}\

A DOCUMENT IN HUMAN MISERY.
The following is a typical case of a

family in the famine districts in China.

Mr. Chang was forty-five years old, had

one married son with a wife and three

children, five other sons and daughters

from seven to twenty years old, and an

old mother of seventy; twelve mouths in

all. They had a little plot of land, four-

teen mu (about two acres). By economy

and hard work, they managed to live in

an ordinary year. Year before last, they

could not make ends meet, so sold two

mu of land. During the famine last year,

they sold six mu, so that they had only

six mu left. Last summer and autumn,

nearly all the small crop they had was

destroyed by floods.

About the first of November, counting

all they had saved and all they had

gleaned from other fields, they had

enough grain to last the whole family if

they should eat “dry” (i. e., bread as

distinguished from gruel) for just six

weeks. By mixing what they have with

turnips, turnip tops, sweet potato vines,

and other herbs which they have been

able to raise or gather, and eating their

gruel very thin, they have enough for the

whole family to exist on for three

months. But it is seven months till har-

vest. To talk of the men or women find-

ing work is out of the question. It would

be hard to find in a good year, and this

is a famine year, with revolution thrown

in.

They hold a family council, and decide

that the man Chang, the acting head of

the house, with his oldest daughter, a

girl fifteen years old, and two others of

the younger children, together with the

oldest of the grandchildren, shall remain

at home. The married son will take his

wife and two little children, two brothers

and one sister, and the old grandmother

and go where they can. They leave most

of the little store of grain at home, as

they hope to get down to Chinkiang or

Yanking and live at the gruel kitchens

there, if they cannot find any work to do.

They start out with a wheel-barrow, the

man pushing, the woman pulling, two of

the little ones, a lot of millet stalks for

fuel, the kitchen pot, and the large reed

mat, which is to be their cover at night,

on the barrow. The others trudge along

behind. Day after day they go on, foot-

sore and sick, and beg from the villages

as they go.

At Tsingkiangpu the}’
- camp awhile and

try to beg a living. They fail. With

crowds of others, they pile on to an old

rotten boat, and float down the Grand

Canal to Yangchow. From here they are

driven back by official orders. The little

baby has already died and been thrown

out on the canal bank. Soon the old

grandmother dies. They beg a mat and

wrap her up and bury her by the road-

side. The children cry all day and all

night with hunger, and their little bare

feet are pinched with cold. The young

mother is sick from exposure and the

food she has been eating, and would wish

to die if it were not for the remaining

child and the one she left at home. They

now have absolutely nothing to eat.

There is nothing left to do but starve
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or sell the sister, who is just eleven years

old. She, though a sweet-looking girl,

brings just two dollars. This, however,

provides them with considerable grain,

and they are able to reach home. They

went out eight, and they come back five.

It is now late in December—Christmas

time. With all those at home, the food

they have is quickly eaten up. The wolf

never moves from the door. He knows

that sooner or later he will get most of

them. They know it, too, but they do

not die easy. During the first weeks in

January, the second grandchild dies.

Then the head of the house and two un-

married sons go out to beg, and they

wander up into Shantung, where they

hear the crops have been better. But

beggars are many this year, they beg and

receive not.

In an old temple just outside a southern

Shantung city, one exceptionally cold

morning in February, a number of dead

beggars are found. One of them is the

father of this family. Toward the end

of February, one of the sons comes limp-

ing home—a ragged beggar. He does

not know where his brother is, has not

seen him for twenty days.

There is no more grain in the house.

The herbs, even, are nearly all gone.

Snow covers the ground. Ho food is to

be gotten anywhere. The young mother’s

face is bloated and her eyes are sunken.

She is drowsy now, like one sleepy from

freezing. She does not much care

whether she lives or dies. Her one re-

maining child does not look so bad, he

has always been given the best. The hus-

band is sallow and bloated, too, and the

fifteen-year-old sister is the picture of

miser}r
. All winter they have been trying

to sell their six remaining mu of land,

but the report has been spread abroad

that, after the Revolution, there is to be

a redistribution of land,, and no one will

buy. At last an old landholder agrees to

run the risk, and add this little plot to

his broad acres; but whereas the land was

worth fifteen thousand cash a mu in good

years, he will now give them only five

thousand. But if they part with all their

land, they will be homeless when the

famine is over. They decide to sell three

mu. This provides enough grain to keep

alive the remaining members of the fam-

ily another two months. Their wretched

existence is stretched out till June. Then
famine fever attacks them. All but one

are sick. Another mu of land is sold.

The young mother is not strong enough,

to rally from the fever, and—there is one

less to feed.

Of this family of twelve, five died, one

is sold, another has gone and they know
not whether he be alive or dead. Five

are left to reap the harvest. But there

are only two mu of land left to yield any

harvest, and before them for all the com-

ing years is a life of want and misery.

The Famine Relief Committee is em-
ploying famine sufferers on drainage

works which will reclaim the farms of

thousands of families like this, and not

only save their lives this year, but make-

it possible for them to make a living in'

the future.

Please send a contribution to-day.

CHRISTIAN GIVING.

THE SPIRITUAL AND RELIGIOUS VALUE
OF MONEY.

(Continued from page 88.)

Under the Old Testament dispensa-

tion, when the worshipper came with his

tithes and laid them at the foot of the

altar, he made solemn declaration of his

faithfulness in the performance of “this*

grace” : “Then thou shalt say before the

Lord thy God, I have brought away the

hallowed things out of mine house, and

also have given them unto the Levite,
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and unto the stranger, to the fatherless,

and to the widow, according to all Thy
commandments which Thon hast com-

manded me; I have not transgressed Thy
commandments, neither have I forgotten

them.” (Dent. 26, 13-15.) Then, and not

till then, did the true Israelite offer his

prayer before God. This passage should

be carefully studied, as an illustration of

the place and spirituality of the grace of

giving. It is true that we are not now
under statutory law in respect to our

beneficence, as were the Israelites, but

neither are we under law as to any other

grace. “Ye are not under the law, but

under grace.” (Eom. 6, 14.) “The law

came by Moses, but grace and truth came

by Jesus Christ.” (John 1, 17.) But

what Christian will say that the grace of

Christ is less imperative than the law

of Moses; or who will deny that if the

reign of grace applies to privilege, it also

applies to obligation? In other words,

the obligations under the reign of grace

certainly are no less than under the

shadowy Levitical law. Indeed, they are

both greater and more spiritual, just

as the Sermon on the Mount is an ad-

vance in spirituality beyond that of the

Ten Commandments.

Revelation is a matter of slow, but of

divinely ordered and consistent evolution.

There are those who think and speak of

the ancient Levitical law as being purely

legal, and therefore unspiritual, not un-

derstanding that the spirit of life and

grace is in them, just as the oak is in the

acorn. It is a true saying of Augustine

that “The Old Testament infolds the

New Testament
;
and the New Testament

unfolds the Old Testament.” Certainly

there is a. great distance in time and sig-

nificance between “the law that came by

Moses” and “grace and truth which came

by Jesus Christ,” but there is no break in

the direction and consistency of the evo-

lution. The gospel emerges from the

Old Testament just as the butterfly

emerges from the chrysalis tomb of the

caterpillar. The distance between the

Tabernacle and the Mercy Seat, the High

Priest, the altar, the sacrifices and offer-

ings, and Christ is very great, but all

these types and symbols are as essentially

spiritual as are their embodiment and

fulfillment in Christ, the true Taber-

nacle, Mercy Seat, Offering and High

Priest, and King of saints. So the tithes

and offerings under the law are not abol-

ished, but only come to fruition in the

gracious beneficence enjoined and prac-

ticed under the gospel dispensation.

I do not hesitate at this point to re-

peat what I have already written, as a

fair conclusion of this part of our study,

namely, that the use of money in the

worship of God and service of Christ is as

much a part of the spiritual life of the

Christian and the Church as is the exer-

cise of faith and prayer and utterance

and knowledge and diligence and love;

and that the neglect of this grace is as

reprehensible and disastrous to the indi-

vidual and to the collective church life

as would be, and is, the neglect of prayer,

faith, testimony, praise and thanksgiving,

or any kind of service or act of worship

common to the Christian confession ;
and,

moreover, that the neglect or mean and

grudging practice of “this grace” is a

practical impeachment of the genuine-

ness and sincerity of the whole Christian

profession. The sooner we get over the

habit of classing “this grace” as a mere

secular and optional service the better it

will be for the individual Christian, the

whole Christian Church and the world.

THE PLACE WHICH MONEY OCCUPIES

IN THE EVOLUTION OF REVELA=
TION AND THE REDEMPTIVE

WORK OF GOD.

Before pointing out some striking facts
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in connection with this branch of onr

study, I wish to suggest that there is more

said in the Bible about money, its use

and its abuse, its bane and its blessing,

than any other one subject dealt with in

God's Word.

MONEY IN CONNECTION WITH THE GOSPEL BE-

FORE THE REVELATION OF THE LAW.
On the return of Abraham from the

defeat and slaughter of the confederate

kings who had carried Lot and the Sod-

omites away captive, he was met by that

mysterious character, Melchizedek, king

of Salem, who “brought forth bread and

wine and blessed Abraham." Abraham
then “gave him tithes of all" the spoil he

had taken from the confederate kings.

These tithes were not the purchase price

of Melchizedek's blessing, but the grate-

ful acknowledgment of the blessing he

had received from the priest of the Most

High God. (Gen. 14, 13-20.) That this

was a most significant transaction, fore-

shadowing the relation of money to Christ

and the gospel, is abundantly set forth by

the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews.

(Heb. 7.) I have especially called atten-

tion to this incident to show that tithing

or the systematic giving and use of money
was not from the beginning a secular or

merely legal matter, but religious, spir-

itual, and essentially a part of the service

of God uhder the gospel dispensation.

MONEY IN CONNECTION WITH THE GREAT EXODUS

FROM EGYPT.

This incident is recognized as the fore-

shadowing of the redemption of His peo-

ple by our Lord Jesus Christ. The story

is as interesting as it is significant. After

the plagues called down by Moses had

begun to break the stubborn heart and

iron will of Pharaoh, he called Moses and

Aaron before him and proposed a series of

compromises. The first was that the

Israelites were to worship their God, but

“in the land"
;
this was rejected by Moses,

and another plague followed, and he was

again called into the presence of the stub-

born king, who made concession and pro-

posed that they should go, only that they

should not go “very far away." This

compromise was rejected; and again

Pharaoh proposed that they should go

“that were men"; their wives and little

ones to be left behind. This also Moses

rejected; and again Pharaoh proposed

that they should go, wives and little ones

with them, only that they should leave

their flocks and herds behind them. This

compromise also Moses rejected, and made

a final demand of unconditional surrender

on the part of Pharaoh. “And Moses

said, thou must give us also sacrifices of

burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice unto

the Lord our God. Our cattle also shall

go with us; there shall not an hoof he

left behind; for thereof must we take to

serve the Lord our God; and we know

not with what we must serve the Lord

until we come thither." (Ex. 10, 24-26.)

This whole series of interviews, with their

tragic accompaniments, is well worth

careful reading. They are most interest-

ing and suggestive, showing us the final

stand that the god of this world makes

against the emancipation of God's peo-

ple; the last stand being on the question

of money or property. We may worship

God “in the la;nd"; we may even go out

of the land, provided we do not go “very

far away"; we may even go out of the

land as far as we like, provided we leave

our “wives and our little ones" behind

us, and finally, we may go and take our

wives and little ones, only we must leave

our “flocks and herds" (our property)

behind us. Alas! too many Christians

have accepted this conditional redemp-

tion. Pharaoh well understood that if

the Hebrews left their wealth behind

them in Egypt, they would soon come

back to it, and he would again have them
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all in subjection to him. But note the

inflexible attitude of Moses: We must

take our flocks and herds with us with

which to worship the Lord our God, and

we know not what the Lord may need or

require until we get on redemption

ground. It was not with Moses a tithe

merely, but everything to the last “hoof,”

if the Lord should so require. This is the

only possible measure of consecration. It

may be only a little or it may be much.

In any case all must be “taken out” and

held subject to the needs of worship.

This was a fundamental condition to the

Exodus, and enters into the whole re-

demptive scheme. Any careful student of

this plan must see that it covers soul and

body, time and service, as well as pos-

sessions. Ho child of God may withhold

his property from the worship of God any

more than he may withhold his spirit,

his body, his time, or any other talent he

may possess. All are holy unto the Lord.

THE PLACE AND USE OF MONEY IN THE WILDER-

NESS.

Moses said to Pharaoh : “We must take

our flocks and our herds to serve the Lord

our God, and we know not with what we

must serve the Lord till we come thither.”

(Ex. 10, 26.) It was not long after

reaching the wilderness on their way to

the “good land and large” with their

flocks and their herds before Moses and

the people learned the sacredness, neces-

sity and significance of money in God’s

service. Presently came the command-

ment for the building of “the Ark and

the Mercy Seat.” “And the Lord spake

unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the chil-

dren of Israel, that they bring Me an of-

fering: of every one that giveth it will-

ingly with his heart ye shall take my of-

fering.” (Ex. 25, 1-2.) Then later came,

the command to build the sacred tent, or

Tabernacle. “This is the thing which the

Lord commanded, saying, Take ye from

among you an offering unto the Lord;

whoever is of a willing heart let him
bring it, an offering of the Lord: gold,

and silver, and brass, and blue,” etc. “And
they came, every one whose heart stirred

him up, and every one whom his spirit

made willing, and they brought the Lord’s

offering to the work of the tabernacle of

the congregation, and for all His service,

and for the holy garments.” How notice

this remarkable fact: Hot long after that

offering the leaders came. “And they

spake unto Moses saying, The people bring

much more than enough for the service

of the work which the Lord commanded

to make. And Moses gave command-

ment, and they caused it to be proclaimed

throughout the camp, saying, Let neither

man nor woman make any more work

for the offering of the sanctuary. So the

people were restrained from bringing.

For the stuff they had was sufficient for

all the work to make it, and too much.”

(Ex. 35, 36, 1-7.) This seems to have

been a universal offering from men and

women, princes and people, rich and poor

;

every one whose heart stirred hifn up, and

every one according to his possession and

ability. This offering was of the very

essence of spiritual religion. The story is

so well known that it needs no comment.

(To be continued.)

—Rev. Geo. I. Pentecost, T)D., in Men
and Missions.

The secret of life is not to do that which one likes, but to try to like what one has

to do.

—

Stanley.

Happiness is increased not by the enlargement of the possessions, but of the heart.

—John Ruslcin.
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WOMEN’S DEPARTMENT.

Edited by Mrs. J. S. Martin and Mrs. T. H. Acheson.

GIRLS’ INDUSTRIAL BUILDING.
One pressing need that has been felt

for some time in the work of the South-

ern Mission is a Girls’ Industrial Build-

ing. Other needs have clamored for at-

tention, but none more loudly than this

one. For the past eight yeans the boys

have been comfortably well quartered in

a two-story brick structure, which has

furnished quite ample accommodations for

their industrial work, while the girls

have had no building at all adequate in

which they might receive their industrial

training. A small, one-story frame

building, about 16x30 feet, is being used

for the domestic science work. A part of

it is a dining room and the rest a kitchen

14x16, a very small room for the one

hundred or more girls who are to receive

instruction here each week.

The sewing department is at present

located in a room on the third floor in

the Knox Building, a room not suited

for the work, is needed for an annex to

the grades, and separates at a most in-

convenient distance the two branches of

the girls’ industrial work, especially

where one teacher is supposed to have

the general superintendency of both de-

partments.

There is very great need that the very

best possible be done for the girls’ indus-

trial training. As we regard the

Church’s object in supporting schools

here among the Freedmen, it is not

simply to give an education in the sense

of making people to know letters, so that

it can be said the per cent, of illiteracy

is reduced. It is not to add in graduates’

numbers to that five per cent, minority

of the race who would be raised above

the ordinary walks and necessities of life

and leave the great 95 per cent, mass be-

hind struggling with conditions daily

that menace life economically, morally

and every other way.

Manual, industrial training is coming

to be regarded more and more as essen-

tial in the present-day education of the

white race, which has had much greater

time and opportunity for progress than

the negro.

With reference to this, Prof. E. Daven-

port, of the Illinois University, recently

wrote that, “Education shall be admin-

istered with at least some reference to

the probable occupation of the student.”

And further he wrote : “Education must

be looked upon as a thing that will better

conditions and enable the pupils to live

better lives.”

An education must prepare for doing

the daily, needful things, the things that

90 or 95 per cent, of the people must do

and do regularly, orderly and efficiently

if they are to live as they ought, to live

and ascend as a race.

If it be thought essential that the

white race be trained with reference to

occupation and with a view to bettering

conditions, aye, more essential is it that

the rising generation of the negro race

be trained with a view to daily and what
may be termed the ordinary duties of

life.

The very life higher of the negro is

at stake (figuratively) on the question of

a liberal education that consists largely

of knowing how to perform daily the

things that are common, but which are

nevertheless indispensable factors in a
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higher civilization. Training mnst have

a reference to those things that make np

the ehb and flow of life day after day.

The economist tells ns there are three

classes of things that minister to our ex-

istence, luxuries, comforts and necessi-

ties. Education is not at the present

stage a luxury for the negro; it is a

necessity, and its necessity lies in this

that it must prepare him for the activi-

ties that the present conditions economi-

cally and morally demand.

And if the colored boys need training

that will enable them to build better

houses, the girls need training that will

enable them to make better homes, for

the home has been too long a desolation.

If, as has been said, “The surest test of

civilization lies not in the accumulated

wealth of the people, not in the degree

of perfection of political organization,

not in educational advancement, nor even

in its organized church life, hut in the

character of its homes,” then it is ap-

parent to one half acquainted with con-

ditions that the mass of the colored girls

must he trained for home makers and

home keepers. For this purpose we

want a building that has somewhat the

appearance of a home, in which there is

a kitchen and a dining room and a pantry

wherein the girls are to be taught to pre-

pare food and do things generally about

a home after the laws of health and

economy and morals. Also in this build-

ing there must he a sewing department,

where they can be taught to look after,

in a legitimate and proper manner, the

matter of dress as it may concern them

individually, or as it may concern homes

in which they are to have a large share

in making them what they ought to he.

The women of Pittsburgh Presbytery

have voluntarily proposed the raising of

$2,000 among them for the erection of

such a building to he made of brick. It

is well that it is in their hearts to do

this thing, and may they have joy and

success in doing it. In dedicating such a

building they will be making homes in

years to come and have as their reward

lives bettered and ransomed for a more

glorious building, “not made with hands,

eternal in the heavens.” Home is more
than an index of civilization; it is the

portal of heaven or the gate of death.

And what better thing could he thought

than a hand of women erecting a struc-

ture that shall stand for the making of

homes in a race where the meaning of

home is little known?
What is a $2,000 building among so

much that needs to he done!

Yours for the Black Folk in the

Master's Name,

W. J. Sanderson.

CONVENTION NEWS.
The twenty-sixth annual convention of

the Women's Missionary Society of the

Pittsburgh Presbytery will be held in

New Castle, May 23 and 24, 1912.

The Worker's Exchange, which will he

conducted by Mrs. B. A. M. Steele, will

afford all an opportunity to ask and to

discuss important questions relating to

our work.

The thank offering service will he in

charge of Miss Emma Slater. Will she

have the joy of reporting $2,000 for a

Girls' Industrial Building in Selma?

Bev. Ernest Mitchell, from China, will

give an address Thursday evening, and it

is hoped Miss Mary E. Fowler, of the

Southern Mission, will he able to arrange

to he with us.

We ask all to come prepared to take

part in the devotional services. The

topics are: “Wait”—Psalm 46:10; Acts

1 :4, 5, 8. “Pray”—Luke 10 :2; John 14

:

13, 14. “G.o”—Matthew 28:18-20; Luke

14:23.
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Our Mission study work will be pre-

sented by Miss Florence Copeland. Her

topic is, “The Status of Women in Non-

Christian Lands.”

Mrs. J. S. Martin will discuss the im-

portant topic, “The Relation of Temper-

ance to Missions.”

Mrs. N. Wylie Stevenson will speak at

the close of the children’s hour. Come
prepared to ask her questions on chil-

dren’s work.

Rev. R. A. Blair and Mrs. M. A. Slater,

recent visitors to the Indian Mission, will

tell us how the work is progressing in

that field.

The Plan of Work Committee are Mrs.

R. M. Pearce, Mrs. Mary Metheny, Mrs.

R. J. Mclsaacs. Send them helpful sug-

gestions.

Mrs. T. H. Acheson.

GREAT NEED FOR PRAYER FOR THE^ WOMEN IN CHINA.

We all know of the great changes that

are taking place in China to-day. Life is

very uncertain. Women especially are in

great danger. The country abounds with

robbers. They carry off women and girls.

One of the finest girls that has been in

our girls’ school has been threatened.

How earnest we ought to be that no evil

may come to her or to others.

Then how we ought to pray that God
would rule the changes that the poor

women of China who have been so long

down-trodden and kept in ignorance may
have an opportunity to occupy their right

position in the home and in the nation.

Women in late years have been com-

ing more and more to the front. In

1908, during the trouble with Japan, the

women in Canton held a remarkable

meeting which helped largely in the great

boycott of Japanese goods. When some

of our missionaries were at the coast at

that time we could not buy anything

Japanese in a Chinese store. Even

though they had the goods in stock, they

would not sell them. This remarkable

meeting of women is described by Dr.

Brown in “The East and The West,” as

follows : “In spite of a drenching rain

fully ten thousand women assembled.

The proceedings were conducted in a

perfectly orderly manner, and stirring

addresses were made for four hours. For

the first time in the history of this great

commercial center, the main thorough-

fares were kept open by properly ap-

pointed, police, told off for the duty of

regulating the traffic in order to facili- 1

tate the progress of the wives and

daughters of its citizens to a meeting in

which they were to vindicate their claim

to be heard in indignant protest against

national injustice and wrong.” In the

same article Dr. Brown tells of a

memorial to the Throne from the Board

of Education asking that $70,000 be de-

voted to found in the capital a normal

school for the training of women teach-

ers, the school to be maintained by an

annual grant from the government of

$40,000. One recalls the significant

statement of President Yuan Shih Kai

shortly before his retirement as Grand

Councillor by the Manchu dynasty : “The
most important thing in China just now
is that women be educated.”

There is a strong movement among
many in the new Republic advocating

equal suffrage. May the time soon come
when the wives and mothers in China

will be Christians.

May all the women in this land be

much in prayer for China in this crucial

period, and for the women of that land

that they may be raised to their proper

sphere.

(Rev.) R. A. Blair.

Beaver Falls, Pa.
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MISSION STUDY.
Our experience in conducting a Mis-

sion Study Class will not be of any value

to a professional teacher, seeking the

best methods of imparting instruction to

his class. It may be an encouragement

to some society that wonders whether

Mission study is worth while in the av-

erage society. Our own society is typical,

perhaps, of all in the Presbytery.

Among our members there is the col-

lege-bred woman to whom such study is

a pleasure, provided she will take the

time to read the lesson carefully. There

is the dear old lady who was never

taught in her younger days to concen-

trate her mind, and to whom such terms

as “Vedas.” “Koran,” “Karma,” “Nir-

vana,” “Kalima” must always remain

largely abstract words. Then, there is

the ever-present woman who hasn’t even

attempted to read the lesson. How to

so present the lesson that it shall be

made both interesting and helpful to

these various women, is the problem be-

fore the leader.

We have found that an informal dis-

cussion, wisely controlled, gives the best

results. The interest of all is secured,

the most important facts in connection

with the lesson are brought before all,

and perhaps a desire to know more of the

subject under discussion is awakened in

some.

Taking the chapter on Mohammedanism
as an example, we asked different ones to

give us in a few words a sketch of the

life of Mohammed, tell of the Koran,

the five periods of prayer, the thirty days’

fast of Ramazan, the pilgrimage to

Mecca, the Moslem idea of God, the

status of woman under Islam, the points

of contact and of contrast with Chris-

tianity—asking for additional items from

others.

If the period was wisely conducted we
each had our knowledge and ideas of the

topic enlarged somewhat, although we
had not made a deep, analytical study of

the lesson.

In some cases it might be wise to

give out the topics beforehand, although,

as a rule, we think the general prepara-

tion is the better way. However poor

the effort may prove to have been, I am
sure we have all decided that it is a vast

additional improvement to the old-style

missionary meeting with its formal de-

votional exercises, its routine business

and adjournment each month.

Margaret McCartney.
College Hill, Beaver Falls, Pa.

We had hoped to give in this issue a

cut of the proposed Industrial Building

for the girls in our Southern Mission, but

the plans are not yet perfected. We trust

our readers will carefully read Rev. San-

derson’s article in this department. None
know better than those in the field how
much this new building will mean for our

work among the colored people. If each

society does its part, the building will be

ready for use when the school opens next

fall.

%
The appeal for prayer for the women

of China, as set forth by Rev. R. A. Blair,

should not fall upon dull ears. Last year

we gave liberally of our means for the ed-

ucational uplift of the women in China.

Since that time, many changes have taken

place in China. The work of our own

missionaries has been seriously interfered

with. Let it be our prayer that when

new conditions are established and peace

restored, women may not only be lifted to

a higher place intellectually and socially,

but spiritually, and thus hasten the day

when China as a nation will know and

own Jesus Christ as King.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.
At the request of Rev. J. S. Thompson,

D.D., Clerk of Synod, we publish the fol-

lowing official notice:

The Synod of the Reformed Presby-

terian Church will meet at Morning Sun,

Iowa, Wednesday. May 29, 1912, at 10 :30

A. M., and will be opened with a sermon

by the retiring Moderator, Rev. Samuel

G. Shaw, Ph.D., or his alternate, Rev.

William M. Robb. Elders’ certificates

should be in the hands of the Clerk one

week before the date of meeting. Until

May 15 address the Clerk at Prosser,

Wash.; after that at Morning Sun, la.,

care of Rev. C. D. Trumbull, D.D.

John S. Thompson, Clerk.

Dr. J. M. Wright and family arrived at

San Francisco, after a very rough voyage,

on Saturday, March 23, 1912. Mrs.

Wright’s health improved on the way

home, and we hope to be able soon to

report her recovery.

About one-half of the fifty first-class

passengers were missionaries. One family

from the northern and western part of

China had a difficult time escaping, and

mourn the loss of two children killed by

a band of robbers.

%
Olive Trees has received from Rev. E.

C. Lobenstine, Honorary Secretary of the

Central China Famine Relief Committee,

several news bulletins with a special re-

quest to publish them, so as to bring be-

fore our readers the urgency of the need

there. He informs us that negotiations

are under way for the raising by the

Chinese Government of a foreign loan of

$1,000,000, to be used for famine relief in

the form of work, but adds that even if

this loan should be secured, it is only one-

fifth of the amount needed to deal any-

thing like adequately with the famine sit-

uation. There will still be the utmost

need for every cent that America can give.

Millions of men, women and children with

souls as valuable as our own, are starving,

and, unless help is rendered, must die in a

little while. One missionary of the Pres-

byterian Mission at Ningpo, China, gives

a good idea of the territory laid waste by

floods in Chekiang province alone : “The

typhoons and floods made the crops a total

loss, and the poor farmers who had worked

day and night knee deep in the water for

many weeks, became penniless beggars.

“Beyond the seventh dyke, between the

embankments and the sea, stretches a wide

tract of land, which is only covered by

the highest tides. In this region there is

a famine encampment of 140,000 souls,

making their homes in straw huts erected

on small mounds of mud. Their condi-

tion is desperate. Men, women and chil-

dren are starving, and the only help they

have had has been from the self-govern-

ment societies—a part of the revolution-

ary government of Chekiang province

—

though their efforts were almost abortive

owing to lack of funds.

“Money should be cabled at once, as

every day will add hundreds to the list of

dead.” (See pages 109, 110.)

“Apart,” says one correspondent, “from

the humanitarian aspect, there is the

question of policy, which should appeal

strongly to every worker in the faith, as

it was shown throughout the troublous

times of a recent revolution that the lives

and property of foreigners were protected

in every way possible.”

Every congregation should make an of-

fering. One dollar will provide for one

person for one month. Fifteen dollars

will save a whole family from starvation.
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Olive Trees has received and had

cabled to Rev. E. C. Lobenstine, D.T)..

Hon. Sec., Shanghai, China, the following

contributions to the Chinese famine re-

lief fund

:

Collection, Second Covenanter

Church of Hew York $100.00

Sabbath school offering 25.00

Christian Endeavor Society 1.83

Elder Henry O’NeUl 25.00

Miss Annie Whitehead 3.00

Miss Davidson 15.00

Mrs. Jones . 5.00

Miss Jennie McKay 1.00

Mrs. R. M. Sommerville 12.00

No name given 2.00

Rev. E. M. Foster, Ph.D., pastor

3d Covenanter Church, N. Y . . 5.00

We shall gladly receive offerings from

churches or individuals and have them

cabled to Shanghai, and not one cent will

be taken from these contributions for ex-

penses. Every dollar given will reach the

relief fund and be used to save life.

The following contributions are from

members of the congregation at Almonte,

Ontario, Canada:

Mr. T. J. Bowes $10.00

Mr. Robert McGregor 1.00

Rev. G. M. Robb 3.25

Denison, Kansas

:

Mr. J. L. Wright, Treasurer 37.00

Belle Center, O.

:

Mrs. M. J. McFarland 6.00

Superior, Neb.:

Air. Samuel T. Lee, Treasurer

Board of Deacons 15.00

Allegheny

:

Aged People’s Home 10.00

York, N. Y.:

Mr. W. J. Hart 35.00

West Barnet, Yt.

:

Mr. J. C. Morrison, Treasurer. . . .100.50

Almonte, Can. (additional) :

A friend $5.00

Jas. W. Bowes . , 5.00

Jas. W. Rose 6.00

Alex. Waddell 5.00

Isabella Bowes 5.00

Charles McGregor 5.00

Jas. W. Thorn 2.00

Samuel McGregor 1.00

James Waddell 1.00

Jas. Morton 50

—$35.50
Superior, Neb.

:

Mr. S. T. Lee, Treasurer 10.50

Little Beaver, Pa.

:

Mr. S. W. McAnlis 20.00

At the request of the International Mis-

sionary Union, Olive Trees gladly in-

serts the following notice of its meeting:

“The International Missionary Union
will convene for its twenty-ninth annual

gathering at Clifton Springs, N. Y., May
29-June 5, 1912. Over fifteen hundred

missionaries have attended these meetings

in the past. All who have ever served

as evangelical missionaries or are now
under appointment as such, are cordially

invited to join in this conference and

union of prayer.

“The hospitality of the Sanitarium is

extended to all -missionaries, to whom it

offers free entertainment during the Con-

ference. All persons interested in Mis-

sions are most welcome at all sessions, and

will find ample and pleasant accommoda-

tions in the village.

“The founder of the Union, Dr. J. T.

Grace}f, has recently been called to the

immediate presence of the Lord of the

Harvest, but the blessed influence of his

efforts continues in the Union.

“All who expect to attend the Con-

ference or are interested in it. are re-

quested to write to the Corresponding

Secretary, Mrs. H. J. Bostwick, Clifton

Springs, N. Y.

“The Board of Control,

“Geo. C. Lenington, Rec. Sec’y.”
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Rev. Jas. S. Stewart, D. D
Rev. Andrew J. McFarland

on furlough
Rev. Samuel Edgar
J. M. Balph, M. D
Miss Mattie R. Wylie
Miss Maggie B. Edgar
Miss F. May Elsey
Miss A. Louise Crockett

.

Latakia
,
Syria .

Rev. Robert E. Willson.

John Peoples, M. D
Miss Evadna M. Sterrett.

Miss Elma French

* Mersina
,
Asia Minor,

Rev. Walter McCarroll 1

Rev. J. D. Edgar on furlough > Larnaca, Cyprus.
Mr. Charles A. Stewart

J

Calvin McCarroll.
f

Nicosia
, Cyprus.

Rev. A. I. Robb, D. D
Rev. J. K. Robb.
Rev. J ulius Kempf
Rev. William M. Robb on furlough
Rev. D. R. Taggart
J. M. Wright, M. D
Miss Kate McBurney, M. D
Miss Ida M. Scott, M. D
Miss Jennie Dean
Miss Rose Huston....
Miss Annie J. Robinson

Tak Hing Chau
,
West River

,

South China.

Rev. Ernest C. Mitchell..,
Miss Jean McBurney, M. D Do Sing

,
W'St River, South China

.

HOMEIMISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 1912.

Rev. W. W. Carithers, Indian Mission,

Apache
,

O. T.

Rev. W. J. Sanderson, Southern Mission
,

Selma, Ala.

Mr. William Carson, Jewish Mission

,

8oo So. Fifth Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

post office addresses of treasurers.
Syrian Mission, Mission in China and Church Erection—Dr. S. A. S.

Metheny, 617 N. 43d Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

Domestic Mission; Southern fission; Indian Mission; Testimony
Bearing; Sustentation; Theological Seminary; Ministers’, Widows’ and
Orphans’ Fund; Literary; Students’ Aid—Mr. J. S. Tibby, 411 Penn Building,

Pittsburg, Pa.

Jewish Mission—Dr. S. A. S. Metheny, 617 N. 43d Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

Aged People’s Home—Mrs. A. G. Wallace, 235 Fourth Ave., Pittsburg, Pa.
National Reform—Mr. T. S. Tibby, 41 1 Penn Building, Pittsburg, Pa.
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Transportation Agency
Board °‘ Fore“i“ Miss,o“
Reformed Presbyterian Church

1
All questions relating to Railway and Steamship Rates
for Missionaries and Freight should be addressed to

WILLIAM G. CARSO 205 SOUTH 42d STREET.
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Telephone, 785 Morningside

WM. McCLEAN’S SON

Undertaker and Embalmer
508 WEST 134th STREET

ROBERT L. McCLEAN NEW YORK

WILLIAM R. JENKINS,
ulollslier, Bookseller, Stationer and Printer,

Publisher and Importer of FRENCH BOOKS,

851 853 SIXTH AVENUE,
N. W. Cor. 48th Street, NEW VOR^.

Card Engraving, Stamping, Wedding Invitations,

FMCTURES AND FMCTURE FRAMING.
SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

Establithed I960.TtUphone, 2700 Worth.

The J. W. Pratt Co.

Printers and

Manufacturing Stationers,

52 to 58 DUANE STREET, NEW YORK.

MACKEOWN’S EYESIGHT TESTING BOOMS
FOB SPECTACLES

24 West 33d Street, New York Telephone, 6363 Madison Square

1215 Bedford Avenue, bet. Halsey and Hancock Streets, Brooklyn, N. Y.

JAMES S. TIBBY StinSBHS Pittsburg, Pa.
SELLS THE FOLLOWING COVENANTER LITERATURE

PSALM BOOKS (old and new versions), TESTIMONY,
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, MINUTES OF SYNOD, CON-
FESSION OF FAITH, CATECHISMS, TALES OF
COVENANTERS, POETS and POETRY, ROMANISM
ANALYZED, HISTORY OF THE TRIAL, 1891

WRITE FOR PRICES :


